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word, you are almost beyond the danger of falling,—
at least, the falls are insignificant, and you have help
immediately at hand. Here we have nothing, it
seems, which [66] incites towards good; we are
among Peoples who are astonished when you speak
to them of God, and who often have only horrible
blasphemies in their mouths. Often you are com-
pelled to deprive yourself of the holy Sacrifice of the
Mass; and, when you have the opportunity to say
it, a little corner of your Cabin will serve you for
a Chapel, which the smoke, the snow, or the rain
hinders you from ornamenting and embellishing,
even if you had the means. I pass over the small
chance of seclusion there is among Barbarians, who
scarcely ever leave you, who hardly know what it is
to speak in a low tone. Especially I would not dare
to speak of the danger there is of ruining oneself
among their impurities, in the case of any one whose
heart is not sufficiently full of God to firmly resist
this poison. But enough of this; the rest can only
be known by experience.

““ But is that all?” some one will exclaim. ‘Do
you think by your arguments to throw water on the
fire that consumes me, and lessen ever so little the
zeal 1 have for the conversion of these Peoples? I
declare that these things have served only to confirm
me the more in my vocation; that I feel myself more
carried away than ever by my affection for New
France, and that I bear a holy jealousy [67] towards
those who are already enduring all these sufferings;
all these labors seem to me nothing, in comparison
with what I am willing to endure for God; if I knew
a place under Heaven where there was yet more to
be suffered, I would go there.” Ah! whoever you



